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 LOOKING BACK...AND AHEAD      By: Pastor Dana O’Brien 

 
As I’m writing this article, I realize I’ve been here at Cross of Glory just over 

a month. I must admit that so much has happened, it seems a lot longer – 

COGtoberfest, great times of worship, getting together with many of you (but 

not all  of you yet – let’s do it soon!), brunches, dinners, meetings with the 

council and various COG teams, gathering with other pastors in the community 

and the Synod, walking with people in the hospital and at a memorial service, 

meeting people in the community (cub scouts, brownies, volunteers at LRC, the seniors who 

meet at COG), taking advantage of some service opportunities (Morningstar mission, Feed 

My Starving Children), and hanging out with lots of kids (talking to the preschoolers, working 

with Wednesday kids klub, hanging with our young adults at T.E.L.L.) – just some of what I’ve 

been doing this last month.  

 

And I want you to know that I am loving every minute of it!!! And I am learning that this will 

not be a “normal” redevelopment. Because I can already see that you will challenge me as 

much as I will challenge you. And more importantly, I can already see that God will be doing 

some pretty amazing things here as we move forward together – and inspiring all of us as we 

step into the new places God will take us, while at the same time recapturing some of the 

traditions and the identity markers that uniquely distinguish us as God’s children in this 

place.   

 

Some of that is occurring already. More of it will happen as we move into the Advent/

Christmas season (which is coming up quickly). So while you’ll hear much more about what’s 

coming up soon, put these dates on your calendar now:  

 

• Advent Sundays (with some very cool Worship): November 27 and December    

    4, 11, and 18; 

• Wednesday Fellowship Nights, with a meal at 6 pm, followed by some family  

    activities (and kids’ play practice): November 30, and December 7 and 14  

• Visit with Santa: Saturday, December 3 

• Christmas movie nights at my house (new and tentatively planned for        

    November 29 and December 5, 12 and 20) 

• Kids’ Christmas Play: Sunday, December 18 during worship 

• Caroling in the Community (new): Wednesday, December 21 

• Christmas Eve services: December 24 at 3:00 (family service), 5:00 (barn   

    service) and 11:00 (candle light service)  

• Christmas morning service: December 25 at 9:30 

 

People of Cross of Glory – I am so blessed to be here! God has such exciting things 

planned for us.  
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DONATE FOR THE 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS  

 

Bring in: Gravy, Instant Potatoes, Canned Sweet Potatoes,  

Stuffing, Canned Cranberries, Bread Mix, Canned Vegetables, 

Cookies, Candies, Jello & Pudding Mix, Juice,  

   Grocery Store Gift Cards! Donations needed by Nov 20th 

    
    

Thanksgiving Worship ServiceThanksgiving Worship ServiceThanksgiving Worship ServiceThanksgiving Worship Service    
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 Our Guiding Principles 
• Jesus is Lord 

• Everyone Is Welcome 

• The World Needs What We 

Have  

• Everyone Has Something To 

Offer 

• Love Changes Everything 

 

Our Mission Statement 
To be a community of faith in 

which everyone lives life in the 

LOOP of God’s saving grace by: 

reaching and serving, welcoming 

and nurturing, worshiping and 

teaching, and giving and sending.  

 

Council Members: 
Reach out to a council member 

with any questions or concerns.  

 

Bill Nabors, Finances 

Mary Beth Randle, Outreach 

Pat McIntosh-Oles, Fellowship 

Bill Bavirsha, Facilities 

Barb Taskay, Worship 

Christine Quemeneur, 

Discipleship 

 

**************************** 

Make an online donation on the 

church website 

    www.crossofglory.com/giving 

**************************** 

Cross of Glory Lutheran Church 

is a Reconciling in Christ Church 

 

www.ReconcilingWorks.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IS IT CHRISTMAS YET? 

 By Pastor Dana O’Brien 

 
Now, some of you may 

know how much I love 

Christmas – and I know 

it’s only November, but 

I start thinking 

Christmas way before 

Thanksgiving. I love pretty much 

everything about Christmas – both 

the secular and religious -- from 

the most sublime Christmas music 

to the tackiest front yard 

decoration. I love the movies, and 

the songs, and the food, and all the 

different Christmas traditions 

that help make this season really 

special.   

 

So I have this idea. If any of you 

have traditions that you would like 

me to see, or wish to start new 

Christmas (or even Thanksgiving) 

traditions – like inviting the pastor 

over to help decorate the tree – I 

am more than available.  And, if you 

do invite me over, I will bring my 

own contribution to place on your 

tree, and you don’t even have to 

feed me. (If you want, I’ll even 

help decorate the tree. I’m 

actually great with tree lights -- 

although I am aware that some 

people are a bit possessive about 

their lights).   

 

If, as you’re reading this, you’re 

wondering “is Dana trying to invite 

her se l f  o v er  dur i ng  t he 

Thanksgiving/Christmas season?” 

let me make this perfectly clear.  

The answer is a shameless “yes!”  

That’s exactly what I’m trying to 

do. I would love to see everyone’s 

Christmas decorations. (And I’ll 

bet anything that some of you are 

like me – you get going on 

Christmas decorations well before 

Thanksgiving.)  So don’t forget to 

ask me early before my schedule 

fills up.  

 

THE ANGEL GIVING TREE 

 
Look for the Giving Tree 

going up soon. The Giving 

Tree benefits families 

who are going through 

some very rough times. 

Each year we get 50 children 

names from DCFS, and each year 

all of the Angel ornaments are 

taken off the tree. If you chose an 

Angel there will be a name on the 

t a g  w i t h  Chr i s tmas  g i f t 

suggestions for the child. Please 

return the gifts all wrapped with 

the tag attached to the gifts. All 

gifts must be returned by the 18th 

of December. The Angel names will 

hopefully start appearing on the 

Angel tree by the end of 

November. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to make a huge 

difference in child’s life this 

Chr istmas.  Please consider 

participating!! 

 

FELLOWSHIP DATES 
Mark your calendars! 

 

Dinner With Friends:  

Join us for dinner at a   local 

restaurant. 6:30pm . Sign up in 

the Welcome Room 

Nov 3, Burger 21—Orland Park 

Dec 6, Paddy B’s—Orland Park 

 

Sunday Brunches: Once a 

month after service. All 

welcome to bring a dish to 

share if they wish. 

**Nov 13 

**Dec 11 

 

 

COG HOSTS THE ECUMENCIAL 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
 This year, Cross of Glory will be 

hosting the ecumenical Thanksgiving service sponsored 

by LHAMA (the Lockport Homer Area Ministry 

Association – or something like that). The service will 

be on Sunday, November 20th at 5 pm. Pastor Dana 

will be preaching, the CoG band will be playing, we’ll 

have communion, and we hope lots of you will be there. 

(We also hope lots of you will bring a pie or other 

dessert for some fellowship after the service.) This is 

a great opportunity to bring friends, worship with 

members of other congregations, and give the 

community a little taste of what worship looks like at 

CoG. And you are welcome to bring donations of non-

perishable foods. 

 

DONATE FOR THE 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS  
Once again, we’ll be assembling                

Thanksgiving baskets after worship on  

Sunday, November 20.  

The food  baskets will go to people in our community 

who are struggling to make ends meet.  

 

Suggested items to donate: 

Gravy, Instant Potatoes, Canned Sweet       Potatoes, 

Stuffing, Canned Cranberries, Bread Mix, Canned 

Vegetables, Cookies, Candies, Jello & Pudding Mix, 

Juice, and other food staples.  Grocery store gift 

cards.  

You can purchase and donate gift cards from our Manna 

Gift Card Program. Please bring in all your donations by 

our November 20th packing day. Thanks for your help!!! 

 

CONFIRMATION MEETING NOV 6th 
If you are in grades 7, 8 or 9 and are interested in 

being confirmed here at Cross of Glory, we’d like to 

meet with you to give you info on what’s coming up and 

hear what you’d like to see as part of our confirmation 

classes. We’ll have a short meeting on Sunday, Nov 6 

after worship. If you can’t make it, but are interested 

in joining us for this exciting journey (yes, you heard 

me – I said “exciting!”), which will start up right after 

Christmas, please contact Dana O’Brien, Barb Taskay, 

or the COG office. 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
We’ll be welcoming a group of new members in early 

January. If you are thinking of becoming a member of 

Cross of Glory, or have any questions about COG, please 

contact Dana (Dana@Crossofglory.com) or the office.  

COG OCTOBERFEST 2016                       

WAS FUN FOR ALL 

Even with the rainy weather the fest was amazing! Lots 

of music, food, games, face painting, bouncy house, 

etc... The Homer Fire Truck and Firemen stopped over. 

And why not bless them while they were here.  We are 

already thinking about next years CoG Fest. Thank you 

to the many businesses that contributed, the many 

volunteers, and to all that came to celebrate.  

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER   BIRTHDAYS 
Donna Gudgel ....................... 11/01 
Cheyenne Henry.................... 11/01 
Alyssa Stasiak ....................... 11/03 
Jake Cuiching ........................ 11/07 
Sarah Randle......................... 11/07 
Kylie Worker ......................... 11/08 
Joseph Schenk ...................... 11/09 
Linda Malone......................... 11/10 
Julia Randle .......................... 11/10 

Bob Bejlovec ......................... 11/12 
Greg Leise ............................ 11/12 
Jade Leise............................. 11/14 
Melanie Plotke....................... 11/17 
Brennan Flynn....................... 11/18 
Hope Atkinson....................... 11/21 
Abigail Hoving....................... 11/23 
Amber Ihrke ......................... 11/23 
 
 
 


