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Join Us  

Sundays 9:30 am 

We have a place for you! 

WHAT ABOUT A LITTLE ADVENT CONSPIRACY THIS YEAR? 

By: Pr. Dana O’Brien 

 

It’s the beginning of December. Thanksgiving may seem like a really long time 

ago. And Christmas is looming – less that 25 days to get done all that 

decorating, and shopping, and cooking, and . . . whatever. And all that needs to 

happen in between the special Christmas events  -- the concerts and plays and 

social obligations. It is a busy, and often very stressful, time of year.  

 

So if you are already feeling a bit frayed at the edges, I have a suggestion for you. (I wrote 

an article for the Homer Horizon and I thought I'd share it with all of us at Cross of Glory 

as well.) So, what if you were to live these next weeks before Christmas a bit more counter-

culturally than in past years? Many of us are familiar with Advent – that time right before 

Christmas where we try to slow down and anticipate the coming of Jesus on Christmas 

morning (and of course, we continue to look for Jesus coming here and now as God’s Kingdom 

continually breaks in all around us). But here’s something a bit different – have you ever 

heard of the Advent Conspiracy? 

 

It’s a movement that started small in 2006. Each year it gets bigger as more people spend 

this time before Christmas focused less on consumption, and more on four principles I’m 

guessing are pretty consistent with how Jesus might celebrate the holiday if he were 

physically here today. (We won’t be doing it jointly as a congregation this year – maybe next 

year -- but you may wish to incorporate some or all of the Advent Conspiracy principles into 

your own Advent season this year.)  

 

First, it means worshipping God fully  -- remembering that this is the time when we 

celebrate God’s gift to our world. Instead of searching for fulfillment in the latest gadget 

or newest product, we look to the God who created us.  Second, we spend less. We cut down 

on spending lots of money on gifts many people won’t even remember a year from now.  

 

Third, we give more. I know that sounds a bit inconsistent with spending less, but we give 

differently. We make it personal by focusing on relationships. Like God giving God’s self to 

us at Christmas, we give ourselves to others. So instead of giving stuff, we spend more time 

with the people we love.  

 

Finally, we love all. And by spending less money, we’ve freed up some extra to spend on things 

people around the world really need – clean water, adequate housing, healthy food. Christmas 

is a great time to remember that Jesus came among the poor. Doing something to alleviate 

poverty would make Jesus smile.  

 

You can find more info about Advent Conspiracy at http://www.adventconspiracy.org/ . 

Wouldn’t it be cool if we could all change our Christmas focus just a bit? How different our 

world would look a year from now. 
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
 

3:00 pm FAMILY FRIENDLY SERVICE          
5:00 pm BARN SERVICE AT THE KONOW FARM           
11:00 PM CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  

 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY ~ DECEMBER 25th 9:30 AM 

 
MERRY CHRISTMAS & A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

 
                               See details of these services on page 3  



 Our Guiding Principles 
• Jesus is Lord 

• Everyone Is Welcome 

• The World Needs What We 

Have  

• Everyone Has Something To 

Offer 

• Love Changes Everything 

 

Our Mission Statement 
To be a community of faith in 

which everyone lives life in the 

LOOP of God’s saving grace by: 

reaching and serving, welcoming 

and nurturing, worshiping and 

teaching, and giving and sending.  

 

Council Members: 
Reach out to a council member 

with any questions or concerns.  

 

Bill Nabors, Finances 

Mary Beth Randle, Outreach 

Pat McIntosh-Oles, Fellowship 

Bill Bavirsha, Facilities 

Barb Taskay, Worship 

Christine Quemeneur, 

Discipleship 

 

**************************** 

Make an online donation on the 

church website 

    www.crossofglory.com/giving 

**************************** 

Cross of Glory Lutheran Church 

is a Reconciling in Christ Church 

 

www.ReconcilingWorks.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP DATES 
Mark your calendars! 

Dinner with Friends: 

Dinner With Friends:  
Dec 6, Paddy B’s—Orland Park 

Sunday Brunches: 
Dec 11 

 
THE ANGEL GIVING TREE 

The Giving Tree benefits 

families who are going 

through some very rough 

times. Each year we get 

50 children names from 

DCFS, and each year all of the 

Angel ornaments are taken off the 

tree. All gifts must be returned, 

wrapped,  by the 18th of 

December. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to make a huge 

difference in child’s life this 

Chr istmas.  Please consider 

participating!! 

 

DECEMBER WOMEN’S 

GATHERING– Phase 10 

Friday, Dec 2nd—5:30 pm            

The ladies who wish to join in will 

enjoy the night playing the game 

Phase 10. A fun game with no 

experience necessary. Bring a dish 

and/or beverage to share. Sign up 

in the Welcome Room. The event 

will be held at Maria Dziubczynski 

home.  

 

DASHBOARD SAINTS  

CHRISTMAS GATHERING 

Fri. Dec. 17th, 7pm-10pm 

A fun night to gather together 

with friends. Enjoy live music.  You 

are welcome to bring a small 

appetizer and/or dessert to share.  

Bring your friends, family, and 

neighbors.  

 

MANNA GIFT CARDS! 

Buy gift cards through CoG and the 

church receives a percentage of 

the cards, at no extra cost to you. 

Many cards to choose from. Order 

forms  are in the Welcome Room.  

SUPPORT CoG WITH YOUR 

SHOPPING 

Did you know that any shopping you 

do on Amazon can go to support 

C r o s s  o f  G l o r y ?  S imp l y 

visit Smile.Amazon.com (instead of 

just the regular Amazon.com) and 

set your Smile profile to support 

CoG. All the same products at the 

same prices, just with a portion 

going to Cross of Glory! 

 

MONDAY CHRISTMAS MOVIES 

Enjoy a Monday night at Pastor 

Dana’s home and watch a Christmas 

Movie.  Each night will start at 

7pm. Watch the movie, enjoy 

s n a c k s  a n d  b e v e r a g e s !               

* N o v  2 8 — H o l i d a y  I n n               

*Dec  5—White  Chr i s tmas        

*Dec 12—The Bishop’s Wife      

*Dec 19—It’s a Wonderful Life 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING                    

Wednesday, December 21st at 

6:30 pm. We will gather at the 

church. Then head out at 7:00pm 

go out into the community to sing 

Christmas Carols. Returning 

afterwards for  some hot 

chocolate. Everyone can join in!  

 

KIDS’ CHRISTMAS PLAY—

DECEMBER 18 

Our worship service on Sunday, 

December 18 will feature the kids 

Christmas play, where they will 

present the story of Jesus’ birth. 

We need lots of kids – the little 

kids will be the silent actors and 

the big kids will be the readers. 

(Feel free to invite your kids 

friends to participate as well.) We 

also need parents to help out on 

Sundays and Wednesday nights as 

the kids practice. This is a really 

easy play to put on – no 

memorization – but it’s a powerful 

way to hear the story of our 

Savior’s birth.  

CHRISTMAS VISIT WITH SANTA 

Sat.,  Dec. 3 from 10 am to 1 pm 

 

Reminder that Santa Claus is coming to 

CoG! We’ll have treats, crafts, games, and 

of course FREE pictures with Santa.  
 

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP  

Thursday, December 21st at 7:00pm  

Contemplative community service for those who may 

struggle during the holidays due to grief, loneliness or 

any kind of loss.  

 

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS AVAILABLE 

There are two Advent devotionals available in the 

welcome space at CoG. We encourage every family to 

take one! Choices are God is in the Small Stuff Family 
Advent Devotional - intended for families, and In the 
Manger (by Max Lucado) - intended as an individual 
devotion, but could definitely be discussed as a family, 

couple, or with a friend. Pick one up while they're still 

available! These are wonderful ways to celebrate the 

coming of Christmas each day. 

 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS 

This is a terrific time of the year to introduce your 

friends to some of the wonderful Christmas traditions 

we have here at Cross of Glory. So consider bringing a 

neighbor or co-worker along to the movies or caroling 

or any of the Wednesday meals or Sunday services.     

 POINTSETTIA ORDERS! 

Place your order by Dec 18th. Help to decorate 

the church for the Christmas services. Call in 

your order or pick up a form! 

              SAVE THE DATES FOR 2017              
•  Pastor Dana’s Installation— Sunday, January 22 

• Women’s Retreat March 17-18 

• Holy Communion Class Starts February 27 

• Youth Monday Night TELL starts February 6 

• Blood Drive February 2 

 

Christmas Eve &  
Christmas Services  

Three candle light services held on Christmas Eve  

 

3:00 Family  Service: A family friendly service, special 
music, and Holy Communion 

5:00  Barn Service: Special music and Holy Com-
munion. The barn is heated but please dress warm.     

Konow Barn: 16803 S Cedar Rd, Homer Glen 

11:00 Service: Welcome Christmas Morning quietly with 
memorable special  music, and Holy Communion. A very 

reflective service. 
Sunday, December 25th  ~ Christmas Morning,  

9:30 am: Come as you are,  anything from pajamas to 
your newest outfit!  

Sunday, January 1st: Journey with Mary and Joseph 

through the Christmas Story in video, songs, and read-
ings.  

We have a seat for YOU! 

CHRISTMAS ADVENT  
Advent Sundays Coming Up 

Dec 4, 11, 18 

 
And on Wed.,  Dec 7, & 14 we will come together to 

worship as a community of faith. Each night the meal 

will have a theme. If you wish to bring a dish to share 

you can sign up in the Welcome Room.  

    

  Dec 7—Italian Night 

  Dec 14—Mexican Night 

 

Wednesday Advent Night Schedule: 

6:00:  Dinner-bring a dish to share 

6:30:  Children go to Kids Klub– practice  

Christmas Program   

6:30:  Adults Devotional (Teens Too) 

7:00:   All Together and do a craft and Close in Prayer 

    

THE WELCOME PLACE PRESCHOOLTHE WELCOME PLACE PRESCHOOLTHE WELCOME PLACE PRESCHOOLTHE WELCOME PLACE PRESCHOOL    
Jamie Knutson, Director             

(708) 301-3883 

Christmas is a very exciting busy 

time for us at The Welcome Place 

Preschool. We are practicing for our 

Christmas programs which are on 

December 21 & 22. This year our program is called 

the ABC’s of Christmas and our students are 

learning many wonderful songs. We are also learn-

ing all about the birth of Jesus and all the people 

and animals that visited him in his stable. As the 

new year begins we have   scheduled an Open 

House on February 8 from 4-7pm. Be sure to mark 

your calendars. 

 

We hope everyone has a Merry Christmas We hope everyone has a Merry Christmas We hope everyone has a Merry Christmas We hope everyone has a Merry Christmas     

and a Wonderful New Year!and a Wonderful New Year!and a Wonderful New Year!and a Wonderful New Year!    


