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Join Us  

Sundays 9:30 am 

We have a place for you! 

GENEROSTIY AS A CHRISTIAN LIFESTYLE 

Winston Churchill once said, “We make a living by what we get, but we make 

a life by what we give.” During the month of November, we’ll be talking 

about how we can make a life by giving generously.  We’ll look at what 

generosity means and how it’s an essential part of being a disciple of Jesus.  
 

We’ll also talk about how generosity flows from our understanding of 

stewardship, which we examined earlier this year. We first looked at the 

revolutionary concept that God owns everything. Then we learned that God 

has given us the really important job of taking care of God’s stuff. And as 

stewards of all that God has entrusted to us, we are called to manage it – to 

invest, and save, and spend, and use it – in ways that please God, the owner.  
 

Now we’ll tackle the next step in our understanding of stewardship – what it means to live 

generously with money, time, and abilities. (We generally think of only money when we think 

about generosity, but living generously encompasses all we have and are.)  
 

We talk a lot here at COG about how we love and welcome because God first loved and 

welcomed us. It’s the same with generosity – we are generous because God is generous. 

(After all, God gave us what was most important – his beloved Son.) So how do we live 

generously like our Father?  
 

One thing I want to make very clear. We are not learning to live more generous lives in order 

to raise funds for Cross of Glory. Yes, Cross of Glory is facing some tough financial times. 

We have a big 2017 deficit budget, giving has dropped off since summer, and things will be 

more challenging in 2018. But generosity is all about living as disciples of Jesus; it’s a 

spiritual practice that reflects our commitment to God. As we learn to live more generously 

(and some of you have already got this generosity thing down pretty well), we’ll be more 

generous with many organizations and causes that further God’s kingdom in our world. (And 

as a congregation, we want to trust our abundant God, even in the midst of our own financial 

challenges.) 
 

Here’s the thing – I have no doubt that as we become more generous, we will give more to 

Cross of Glory. We’ll do that because Cross of Glory is furthering God’s kingdom in our 

community, and because Cross of Glory is making a difference, both for those of us who 

worship here and for a whole lot of other people who don’t. And because financially 

supporting Cross of Glory is a wonderful way to participate in what God is doing. But there 

are lots of other organizations also doing God’s work. And as generous people stewarding 

God’s resources, we are called to give where we prayerfully discern God is calling us to give.  
 

This November we’ll start looking at generosity as a way to live more as a disciple of Jesus. 

We will ask for a commitment to Cross of Glory, but generosity is more than that. Because 

like our discipleship journeys generally, generosity is something we grow into over time, as 

our relationship with God becomes deeper and more intimate.  I hope you are all excited to 

take this journey with me. It will be a challenge. But it will also be filled with joy, as we 

respond to God’s call to make a difference in the world around us and, in doing so, we become 

more of the people God has created us to be.    
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DONATE FOR THE 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS  

 

Bring in: Gravy, Instant Potatoes, Canned Sweet Potatoes,  

Stuffing, Canned Cranberries, Bread Mix, Canned Vegetables, Cookies, 

Candies, Jello & Pudding Mix, Juice,  

   Grocery Store Gift Cards! Donations needed by Nov 19th 

 

    
Community Thanksgiving Worship ServiceCommunity Thanksgiving Worship ServiceCommunity Thanksgiving Worship ServiceCommunity Thanksgiving Worship Service    

Sunday, November 19th at 2pm at Sunday, November 19th at 2pm at Sunday, November 19th at 2pm at Sunday, November 19th at 2pm at     
First United Methodist Church in LockportFirst United Methodist Church in LockportFirst United Methodist Church in LockportFirst United Methodist Church in Lockport    

    

Dana O’Brien,  

Pastor 



 
“Meet Me in St Louis” on November 20 at 7 pm 

On Monday, November 20th you are all invited to my 

house (16759 W. Sioux Drive in Lockport) to watch the 

musical Meet Me in St Louis, which features the young 
Judy Garland singing a number of good songs – one of 

which is "Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas".  
 

This movie is how I always open my Christmas movie 

season – and of course you are all invited to share all 

my Christmas movies as well. We’ll be watching what I 

view as “the Christmas essentials” – the four Christmas 

movies essential to my own Christmas season --  on 

Monday nights between Thanksgiving and Christmas.  

The tentative schedule opens with Holiday Inn on 
November 27. And, of course, each movie comes with 

hot chocolate, popcorn and an assortment of other 

Christmas goodies. So feel free to bring a friend. 
 

Important Dates in December  

Advent and Christmas are coming up quickly. And since 

we’ve all got busy schedules during the holiday season, 

here’s a little  preview of what we’ve tentatively 

scheduled here at Cross of Glory. You’ll hear a lot more 

about each of these events as they get closer, but go 

ahead and put these dates on your calendar now:  

 

Advent Sundays (with some very cool Worship): 

December 3, 10, and 17 and 24; 

Wednesday Fellowship Nights, with a meal at 6 pm, 

followed by a short worship (and kids’ play 

practice): November 29, and December 6 and 13  

Visit with Santa: Saturday early in December 

(either the 2nd or 9th) 

Christmas movie nights at my house: November 27 

and December 4, 11 and 18) 

Christmas with the Dashboard Saints: Saturday, 

December 16  

Kids’ Christmas Play: Sunday, December 17 during 

worship 

Caroling in the Community: Date TBD 

Blue Christmas Service (for those struggling 

during the holidays): Date TBD  

Christmas Eve services: Sunday, December 24 – 

9:30 am, tentatively two barn services during 

the late afternoon/early evening, and the 11:00 

candle light service  

Christmas morning service: Monday, December 25 

at 9:30 

 

 

FALL BACK TIME CHANGE ON 

SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 5th!! 

 
 

Donate and Pack Our Thanksgiving Baskets 

This last month we’ve been doing a great job collecting 

food for the bags being handed out while the FISH 

Food Pantry is in transition. The FISH pantry is 

scheduled to open at its new location in the Lockport 

Township Building at the end of October. But we know 

that hunger is still very prevalent in our community. So 

once again we’ll be collecting food and assembling 

Thanksgiving food baskets after worship on Sunday, 

November 19. The baskets will go to people in our 

community who are struggling to make ends meet. Over 

the next couple of weeks, please bring in the following: 

Gravy, Instant Potatoes, Canned Sweet Potatoes, 

Stuffing, Canned Cranberries, Bread Mix, Canned 

Vegetables, Cookies, Candies, Jello & Pudding Mix, 

Juice, and other food staples. Then stay after the 

service and help us pack baskets on November 19. 
Thanks for your help!!! 
 

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE 

Thursday, Nov 16 from 2-6pm 
 

Prayer Shawls 

We have received some prayer shawls from Peace 

Lutheran Church in New Lenox. If you know of anyone 

who would like a prayer shawl, please contact Pastor 

Dana or the office.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE WELCOME PLACE PRESCHOOLTHE WELCOME PLACE PRESCHOOLTHE WELCOME PLACE PRESCHOOLTHE WELCOME PLACE PRESCHOOL    

Jamie Knutson, Director (708) 301-3883 
 

Everyone has finally settled into their routine. 

We had a great turn out and everyone enjoyed 

singing at Preschool Sunday Worship. Our 3 year olds 

had grandparent’s day and sang for them. We com-

pleted our Taffy Apple fundraiser and want to thank 

everyone who participated. Trick or Treat Tailgate 

was Oct. 28 and we were very excited to see how the 

cars were decorated. Our Halloween parties are the 

30th and 31st and our students can’t wait to parade 

around in their costumes! 

CROSS OF GLORY FINANCIAL UPDATE 

                         September 2017 

Income              Year to Date 
     Offering   $143,142.54 
     Other    $  44,809.00 
   Total          $187,951.54 
 

Expenses 
     General/Building $  86,023.07 
     Staff    $115,462.69 
     Sharing    $  19,367.79 
     Ministries   $    4,803.19 
  Total         $225,656.74 
 

Income/Loss   $(20,314.05) 

Welcome Statement  

We recognize the importance of 

worshiping with a diverse group of people 

of any color, age, creed, ethnicity, 

physical and mental abilities, addictions, 

legal record, economic status, station in 

life, life circumstances, marital/family 

status, heterosexuals, lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender people, their 

partners and their families. We welcome 

all into full participation in the church 

life, ministry of the congregation, 

sacraments, and rites of the church. We 

are all one in God’s eyes, and everyone 

has a place in the family of God. It is 

with love and in celebration that we 

affirm this position. 

“There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there 

is no longer slave nor free, there is no 

longer male and female; for all of you 

are one in Christ 

Jesus.”         Galatians 3:28 
 

Our Guiding Principles 

• Jesus is Lord 

• Everyone Is Welcome 

• The World Needs What We Have  

• Everyone Has Something To Offer 

• Love Changes Everything 
 

Our Mission Statement 

To be a community of faith in which 

everyone lives life in the LOOP of God’s 

saving grace by: reaching and serving, 

welcoming and nurturing, worshiping and 
teaching, and giving and sending.  
 

Council Members: 

Reach out to a council member with any 

questions or concerns.  

Bill Nabors, Finances/President 

Mary Beth Randle, Outreach/Secretary 

Maria Dziubczynski, Fellowship 

Bill Bavirsha, Facilities/Vice President 

Barb Taskay, Worship 

Christine Quemeneur, Discipleship 

 
*************************************** 

Make an online donation on the  

church website 

    www.crossofglory.com/giving 

*************************************** 

Cross of Glory Lutheran Church is a 

Reconciling in Christ Church 

 www.ReconcilingWorks.org 

 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
Contact Cross of Glory Lutheran Church’s 

office for more details on any of the 

upcoming program and events 

(708) 301-6998 

 

Remembering the Saints in Our  

A Big Thanks...                  

And Another Big Thanks 

First, a big thanks to everyone who 

helped and/or attended our second 

annual Free Fall Fest on Saturday, 

October 7th!!!!! Once again, we were 

forced indoors by weather, and 

once again, the day was a terrific 

success. (You can check out some 

pictures on our Cross of Glory 

facebook page.)  Next year, I 

guarantee we will be outside. 
 

And another big thanks to 

everyone who helped with the 

Trunk or Treat event on Saturday, 

October 28th. In particular, a big 

thanks to the preschool staff and 

parents who spearheaded that 

event. Lots of costumed kids 

showed up and everyone had a 

wonderful time!!  
 

Lives on Sunday, November 5 

We will celebrate All Saints 

Day on Sunday, November 5. 

During worship, you will have an 

opportunity to come forward and 

light a candle in memory of your 

loved ones who have died. This 

year, we’ll also be doing a picture 

memorial of some of the saints 

while we are lighting candles. If 

you would like to include a picture 

of your loved one in our picture 

memorial, please provide the office 

with a picture via email or in 

person, before Thursday, 

November 2. (Please also include 

your loved one’s name, date of 

birth and date of death.)  
 

The Angel Giving Tree 

As many of you may remember, 

Christmas of 2016 was huge for 

our Angel Giving Tree. Due to a big 

need in our community, we ended 

up buying Christmas gifts for over 

100 local kids – more than twice as 

many as we normally get!! And while 

I don't know how many names will 

end up on our tree this year, I do 

know that we will again have an 

opportunity to make a real 

difference in the lives of kids in 

our community.  
 

As you probably know, the Angel 

Giving Tree benefits families who 

are going through some very rough 

times. Like past years, if you chose 

to take an Angel tag off the tree, 

you’ll get a child’s name and 

Christmas gift suggestions for the 

child. Please return the gifts all 

wrapped with the tag attached to 

the gifts. All gifts must be 

returned by the 17thof December.  
 

The tree will go up soon and Angel 

names will hopefully start 

appearing on the tree by the end 

of November. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to make a huge 

difference in child’s life this 

Christmas.  
 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service  

This year, First United Method 

Church of Lockport (1000 S 

Washington in Lockport), will be 

hosting the Thanksgiving 

ecumenical  service sponsored by 

LHAMA (the Lockport Homer Glen 

Area Ministry Association). The 

service will be on Sunday, 

November 19th at 2 pm. I’m 

guessing that some of our people 

will be singing, and I hope to see 

others of you there. This is a great 

way to get to know some of the 

other congregations in our 

community.  
 

FELLOWSHIP DATES: 

*Women’s Night Nov 10th 7pm—

An Evening of Warmth & 

Friendship. Bring your favorite 

Bible Verse, warm cider or 

desserts, and anything else that 

will warm us up! Invite your 

friends. Contact Barb Corcoran for 

more information.                              
 

*Brunch Nov 12th—Bring a dish to 

share or just join in! 
 

*Dinner With Friends Nov 16th—

Join us at Gelsomo’s Pizza at 206 

Main Street in Lemont at 6:30pm  


