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Dated Material

MARCH 2018
HOLY WEEK OPPORTUNITIES TO WORSHIP

Return Service Requested

Dana O’Brien,
Pastor

Join Us
Sundays 9:30 am
We have a place for you!

Holy Week, the week that begins on Palm Sunday and ends on Easter, is
always a busy time here at Cross of Glory. It includes many opportunities to
worship, and this year is no exception. Here are some highlights:

JOIN US FOR
WORSHIP ON
SUNDAYS 9:30 AM

Palm Sunday Worship Service – Sunday, March 25, at 9:30. We journey
through the last week of Jesus’ life, beginning with his celebratory entrance
into Jerusalem and ending with his death on the cross five days later. We’ll
use a combination of music, slides and readings, as the entire congregation
participates in the story of those final days.

Holy Communion at all
services. Nursery
available every Sunday
You are welcome here!

Seder Meal Worship -- Thursday, March 29, at 6:30. Experience a traditional Passover
Seder Meal in a Christian worship setting. Earlier we looked at the Exodus origins of the
Passover meal, so now we’ll learn how experiencing it ourselves will give us a fresh
perspective on the Lord’s Supper and its significance for our lives.
Good Friday Cross Walk -- Friday, March 30, at Noon. Walk with us as we join other
local congregations in downtown Lockport, stopping at various church buildings and ending
at the Lockport park band shell to hear about Jesus’ final journey to the cross.
Good Friday Worship -- Friday, March 30, at 7:00 pm. We will walk with Jesus' through
his trial, condemnation and crucifixion via songs, readings, and hands-on experiences, as
we explore what Jesus’ death means for us today.

Dana O’Brien

Pastor
Dana@CrossofGlory.com
Laura Uzzardo

Parish Administrator
Laura@CrossofGlory.com
Todd Mizera
Worship Leader
Todd@CrossofGlory.com
Jamie Knutson

Director of The Welcome
Place Preschool
Jamie@TheWelcomePlace.org

Annual Community
Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 31st
10:00am Sharp!

The Welcome Place
Preschool
Open House
Thursday, April 26th
4:00 to 7:00 PM

More Details on page 3

Registration is open now!
Call for more information
(708) 301301-3883

Easter Sunday Services -- Sunday, April 1, at 9:30 and 11:00. We celebrate the
victory over sin and death on Easter morning as God raises Jesus to new life. Both the
9:30 and 11:00 services include joyful worship celebrations, as our praise band is
supplemented with brass and a choir.
All of these services are wonderful opportunities for people to encounter God through
different worship styles and new experiences. Please invite your friends and family to come
and meet God at Cross of Glory during Holy Week. Contact the COG office if you would like
to help with any of our Holy Week services.

Please email or call Laura if
you prefer to receive your
newsletter via email or mail,
or to be taken off our mailing
list: laura@crossofglory.come

THE STORY
In March we reach the half-way point in our study of the Old Testament as described in The
Story, an abridged version of the NIV bible. So far, we’ve looked at how God created
everything good, and how, in response to humanity’s decision to turn from God and go our own
way, God set in motion God’s redemptive plan to bring us back. We explored how God built a
nation through the faith of one couple, Abraham and Sarah, and then how God protected
that fledgling nation by first sending them to Egypt to escape a famine, and then bringing
them out of Egypt to escape slavery. We’ve seen how God has taken care of God’s people in
the desert and then in the Promised Land. And throughout, we’ve seen God continuing to be
faithful, even when God’s people are not, and how time and time again, God partners with the
most unlikely people to further God’s plan.
Continued on page 2.............
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Welcome Statement
We
recognize
the
importance
of
worshiping with a diverse group of people
of any color, age, creed, ethnicity,
physical and mental abilities, addictions,
legal record, economic status, station in
life, life circumstances, marital/family
status, heterosexuals, lesbian, gay,
bisexual,
transgender people, their
partners and their families. We welcome
all into full participation in the church
life, ministry of the congregation,
sacraments, and rites of the church. We
are all one in God’s eyes, and everyone
has a place in the family of God. It is
with love and in celebration that we
affirm this position.
“There is no longer Jew nor Greek, there
is no longer slave nor free, there is no
longer male and female; for all of you
are one in Christ
Jesus.”
Galatians 3:28
Our Guiding Principles

•
•
•
•
•

Jesus is Lord
Everyone Is Welcome
The World Needs What We Have
Everyone Has Something To Offer
Love Changes Everything

Our Mission Statement
To be a community of faith in which
everyone lives life in the LOOP of God’s
saving grace by: reaching and serving,
welcoming and nurturing, worshiping and
teaching, and giving and sending.
Council Members:
Reach out to a council member with any
questions or concerns.
Bill Nabors, Finances/President
Allen Kirkland, Outreach/Secretary
Maria Dziubczynski, Fellowship
Bill Bavirsha, Facilities/Vice President
Dennis Tanrikulu, Worship
Samantha Barczi, Discipleship
***************************************
Make an online donation on the
church website
www.crossofglory.com/giving
***************************************
Cross of Glory Lutheran Church is a
Reconciling in Christ Church
www.ReconcilingWorks.org

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Contact Cross of Glory Lutheran Church’s
office for more details on any of the
upcoming program and events
(708) 301-6998

THE STORY continued.....
I hope you are enjoying The Story
so far. We’ve got a ways to go
before we reach more familiar
territory with the New Testament
stories of Jesus and his disciples.
However, I hope you are seeing
that these Old Testament stories
are so much more than simply
historical stories of people and
places long ago. Instead, they are
our stories – we too deal with a
God who is always faithful, even
when we are not. We too live in the
light of God’s amazing love for us
and God’s constant pursuit to bring
us back into relationship with God.
And we too, even when we feel
pretty ill equipped and not-at-allqualified, hear God’s invitation to
partner
in
God’s
redemptive
mission in our world. These stories
remain alive and relevant for us
today.
And if you haven’t started yet, or
you got lost somewhere along the
line, remember you can jump in
anytime. Join us as we continue to
follow the story of God’s people in
The Story, and remember that
their story is our story as well.
ANNUAL MEETING THANKS
Thanks to all of you who attended
our annual meeting in February and
worked so hard to make it a
success. We had a great time
celebrating what happened at
Cross of Glory in 2017 and looking
forward to the exciting things God
has planned for us in 2018. Thanks
to those of you who decorated our
space to make it look much more
like a Mardi Gras party and all of
you who made the terrific Mardi
Gras themed food. All of that
definitely
enhanced
our
celebration.
And we also got some work done.
Most importantly, we elected some
new council representatives for

the coming year. Welcome to new
council reps Samantha Barczi as
Discipleship
coordinator,
Allen
Kirkland as Outreach coordinator,
and Dennis Tanrikulu as Worship
coordinator. (And many thanks to
our
outgoing
council
representatives Chris Quemeneur,
Mary Beth Randle, and Barb
Taskay. They all did terrific jobs,
and while they can take a rest
from council, they’ll still be busy -we have loads of other fun things
they can get involved in.) We also
approved our 2018 budget. It is
again a deficit budget, which both
reflects our trust in God to
provide, and calls all of us to step
up during this coming year. If you’d
like to learn more about our COG
ministries, copies of our 2017
Annual Report are available in the
welcome area at Cross of Glory and
on our website.
SUPER HERO VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL THIS JULY
Cross of Glory’s Vacation Bible
School will take place starting

Monday, July 9 and go through
Thursday, July, 12. We’ll meet
from 9 to noon each day, and have
an end-of-VBS party on Thursday
night. Our theme is Super Heroes,
so each day’s activities will focus
on a different super hero.
Just like last year, we are
anticipating a really fun time and
are super excited! So block out
this week on your summer schedule
and start telling your friends! We
are definitely looking for people to
help out, so please contact Andrea
Hines or the church office if you
can help.

ANNUAL NEIGHBORHOOD EASTER EGG HUNT
On Saturday, March 31, Cross of
Glory will again host its annual
neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt. We’ll
divide the kids up by age groups and
have filled plastic Easter eggs for them
to find. After the hunt, everyone is invited inside for
food, crafts and cookie decorating. And the Easter
Bunny will be around the whole time for some photo ops.
The event starts promptly at 10 am, and given how fast
kids can move when they are looking for eggs, you’ll
want to be there a bit early. This event is for the
entire community (we’ll have thousands of filled eggs),
so bring your neighbors and friends (and don’t forget an
Easter basket to hold your eggs).
And to help us prepare for the hunt, please bring bags
of wrapped Easter candy to fill the eggs. (Remember,
the candy has to be small enough to fit in those little
eggs.) There will be a container in the worship area for
the candy. I know that Easter is a month away, but you
can start bringing in candy immediately.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT SOUP SUPPERS
On each of the remaining Wednesdays in Lent, March 7,
14, and 21, we’ll be having our regular soup suppers
before our discussions of The Story. The soup suppers
start and 6 and The Story discussions begin at 6:30.
There are sign-ups for everyone who wishes to bring
soups, breads, desserts, etc. on the welcome table at
COG. Anyone wanting to volunteer these nights please
contact the church office.
EASTER PLANT SALE
Order your Tulip and/or Lily Plant for
Easter! All orders will help to decorate
the church for Easter Sunday Worship.
You may pick up your plant after the
service you attend. You may also dedicate
your plant “In Honor” or “In Memory” of a
loved one.
All the plants are $12 each. Order forms are available
on the welcome table, and are due back by Palm Sunday,
March 25
CINCO DE MAYO FUNDRAISER
We had such fun last year raising money for a terrific
cause that we decided to do it again. So please join us
for our Cinco de Mayo Dinner and Family Celebration at
6 pm on Friday, May 4. We’ll have food and fun family
activities, and all money raised will go to Centro Infantil
de Los Angeles (formerly know as Casa de Los Angeles).

PARTNERSHIP WITH FAIRMONT
Thanks so much for all of you who have been involved in
our partnership with the kids and staff at Fairmont
School. So far we’ve collected school supplies and gym
stuff and money, have helped with a jump rope for
heart event, and have had lots of volunteers help out
at the school during the week (including Theo the dog,
who the kids love to read to him). There are more
opportunities for anyone who’d like to help at school
and I know an evening event is coming up for those of
you who can’t help during the day.
SHARING YOUR GIFTS AT COG
If you’ve been thinking about how you might want to
help out during Sunday morning worship, you are in
luck!. We’ll have sign-up sheets on the welcome table
during March for anyone who might want to be a
ministry assistant, worship coordinator, on the prayer
team, help serve communion, be an usher or greeter, be
involved in the technology aspects of worship, work
with the kids, or be involved in Sunday morning worship
in any other way. We’d love to have more people helping
on Sunday mornings (especially young people), so if you
want to participate, now is a great time to sign up. (And
don’t worry, we’ll tell you everything you need to know
before you do anything.)
MARCH DATES TO REMEMBER:
*FELLOWSHIP DINNER: March 15 at Orient Cafe
*SUNDAY BRUNCH: March 18
*HOLY WEEK:
Palm Sunday, March 25
Maundy Thursday Seder, March 29
Good Friday, March 30

THE WELCOME PLACE PRESCHOOL
Jamie Knutson, Director (708) 301-3883
March is a very busy month at the
preschool. We are finishing up our units on
senses and beginning our unit about the
food groups. We are so excited to be
continuing with our Yoga with Ms. Tammy; our
students enjoy learning from her. We will also be
having chapel times with Pastor Dana as she takes
us through the Easter story. And we are very
excited about our new Enrichment Class for 4/5 year
olds beginning in March. The class will be for an
hour and a half for 11 weeks with a focus on
deepening kindergarten skills.

